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IT’S HARD TO KNOW where to begin. But I think it’s 
fair to say that 2020 got off to a pretty rocky start as 
far as Shrewsbury was concerned when the town was 
hit by the worst fl oods in decades.

And then before local businesses and residents had had time to 
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Phil Gillam

Welcome once again!
Settle down with a cuppa and your favourite community mag!

draw breath, along came the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Many local shops and 
businesses – in Coleham and 
Belle Vue and right across the 
town – were still struggling to 
recover from damage and loss 
of sales infl icted by the River 
Severn’s overspill and then 
were hit sideways again by the 
Covid-19 lockdown.

But the spirit of our 
neighbourhoods is strong 
indeed – and hopefully that 
is refl ected in our pages 
devoted to February’s dramatic 
fl ooding.

The second photograph 
on this page (A brolly full of 
fl owers) alludes to the annual 
Belle Vue Arts Festival 
which this year (because of 
restrictions on movement) is 
an online festival. See Pages 
36-41.

Talking of all things online, 
this edition of Belle Vue 
Magazine is also a victim of 
the changing circumstances 
that have affected us all.

You’ll fi nd this edition is 
fi rst and foremost an online 
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We’re at the heart
of the community.

And we reach 
the parts 
other magazines 
cannot reach!

Telephone:
07527 054 143
email:
bellevuemagazine@gmail.com

Advertise
your

business
in the

much-loved
Belle
Vue

Magazine
A brolly full of f lowers

Swirling water outside Spar

• Reusable Products
• Earth & Ocean Friendly Products

• Bee Kind! • Bee Green! • Bee Responsible!

Email: beckscraftybees@gmail.com
Web: www.beckscraftybees.co.uk

Tel: 07769 953 647
becks crafty bees

Thank you for supporting my small business !

publication, and I have done everything in my power to alert 
people to this. You will be able to read this magazine at www.
magazinepublishing.co.uk or you can have a PDF version 
emailed to you.  I am also having a very small print-run (I repeat 
“a very small print-run”) of hard copies produced – but I anticipate 
these will disappear very quickly and (almost overnight) become 
much-sought-after collectors’ items!

Finally, a big THANK-YOU to all Belle Vue Magazine supporters, 
advertisers, friends, readers and well-wishers.

I do hope that – when all this is over – we will all return to some 
sort of normality, and the magazine will be appearing again 
through your letterboxes!

Best wishes,                    Phil
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Hit hard by the floods
Many businesses were forced to close when the water came

  Floods – February 2020   Floods – February 2020

But the spirit of 
Coleham helped 

keep people 
cheerful

Still smiling in spite of it all: 
Shrewsbury Town Councillor 
and Shropshire Councillor for 
Belle Vue Kate Halliday joins 
Coleham School headteacher 
Claire Jones, pupils from the 
school, and Granville Elson 
and Jason Coslett of the long-
established local butchers in 
Coleham, G. O. Elson.

Coleham School pupils became reporters and well-wishers as they visited local businesses to find out how they 
were doing. Here, youngsters visit Forget-Me-Not florists (left) and Hair Forum hairdressers.

Yep! You’ll definitely need your wellies for this! –  The flood waters lap up against the gates of Coleham School.
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  Floods – February 2020  Floods – February 2020

A bright sunny day in February – but the shops and businesses of Coleham are not doing well.Luke and Jason at the local butchers talk to Councillor Phil Gillam

Coleham School 
pupils act as 
reporters to find 
out exactly how 
people are coping 
with the floods 
in Coleham. 
Here they speak 
to Leighann of 
Opulent Travel 
Services.

From the
school to
Barnabas
Centre

From the staff and pupils and 
everyone involved in Coleham 
School to all the shops and 
businesses and pubs and local 
residents and to the extraordinary 
Barnabas Centre, everyone did the 
most fantastic job in supporting 
each other through the floods and 
beyond.

Headteacher Claire Jones said the 
school wanted to do something to 
help its local community which had 
clearly been badly affected by the 
floods. Claire said: “Coleham School 
is in the heart of this community and 
the children care passionately about 
what is going on locally. 

l Continued on Page 8
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  Floods – February 2020   Floods – February 2020

l Continued from Page 6

“Every child in the school 
created a card and wrote their 
own message of support to 
the affected businesses on our 
doorstep and members of our 
school council hand-delivered 
these to help try and raise spirits 
as much as we could.” 

The school went on to host a 
‘Pull together for the Coleham 
Community’ event. The children 
created posters to go up around 
the area to advertise this event 
and to create a “buzz around 
Coleham” and help create a 
sense of community. And Year 
3 children had written to the 
residents of nearby Hazeldine 

Court retirement apartments, 
who had to be evacuated during 
the floods, to offer messages of 
support.

Meanwhile, Shrewsbury 
Food Bank based at Barnabas 
Community Projects in Longden 
Coleham performed heroic 
work even though the Barnabas 
Centre itself was among the 
worst-hit premises in the area. 
Volunteers worked tirelessly 
to provide food to those who 
needed it, and that amazing 
effort continued of course 
thoughout the coronavirus crisis 
which (little did we know in 
February) was just around the 
corner.

Throughout the period of 

the floods – and then into the 
strange, sad period of the 
pandemic, we heard so many 
tales reflecting the fantastic 
community spirit of the Belle 
Vue and Coleham area and the 
surrounding neighbourhoods.

l These night-time 
photographs by Steve Oliver of 
Belle Vue-based Steven Oliver 
Photography have a special 
drama of their own.

Sandbags are lined up 
outside the doors of House 
Coffee and other businesses. 
Street lighting is reflected in 
the murky waters.

Facing Pughs funeral directors and the Cross Foxes pub.                             Pictures by Steven Oliver Photography

Looking up Longden Coleham with the Crown pub lit up (top right).

The House coffee shop blocked off by the flood water.
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  Floods – February 2020

l What a very great 
pleasure it was to meet 
Kerry Jones of the Bloom 
art centre, writes Phil 
Gillam. Hers was one of the 
many Coleham businesses 
hit badly by the February 
flooding.
“I cried and cried and cried 
when the water came up 
and ruined everything,” 
she said. “It was such a 
beautiful studio – and now 
look.”
Bloom is used mostly by 
young children and is 
known as a colourful, 
comfortable, safe and lovely 
environment in which to be 
creative and have fun. I’d 
popped along in my capacity 
as Mayor to meet Kerry.
She told me it took just nine 
minutes for the flood-water 
to pour into the premises 
as the nearby river rose 
dramatically and the 
torrent came along Longden 
Coleham, turning her 
beautiful studio into a 1,000 
square foot ‘swimming pool’ 
of murky brown water. 
It caused thousands of 
pounds worth of damage.
“But we will be back,” says 
Kerry. “And it’ll be bigger 
and better and brighter than 
ever!”
Kerry also paid tribute to 
the fantastic community 
spirit of the people 
of Coleham and Belle 
Vue. “People have been 
amazingly supportive and 
friendly,” she said.

Kerry Jones of Studio 39, the home of Bloom art classes, meets 
Mayor of Shrewsbury Phil Gillam

Belle Vue & Coleham 
Community Action Group

Even before Coronavirus, even 
before the floods, Belle Vue & Coleham 
Community Action Group was up and 
running – based at the Prince of Wales 
pub where it has its regular meetings, 
looking at ways to further improve the 
neighbourhood.

Vicki and Ian from The Prince and 
the rest of the team put out some 
really useful posts on their excellent 
community-enhancing, NHS-supporting 
Facebook Page so do check it out.

The good people 
of the Shrewsbury 
Food Bank based 
at the Barnabas 
Centre in Coleham 
are always 
amazing – but 
have been heroic 
over recent weeks! 
(writes Phil 
Gillam)
The Food Bank 
organises and 
distributes parcels 
of donated food to 
individuals and 
families every 
week.
“We seek to help 
those that find 
themselves in 
times of real 
hardship by 
addressing their 
most basic of 
needs - food and 
household items.”
Check out their 
website or phone 
01743 343336.
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An Oakley Street story
l REG WILFORD on Wrekin Villa, its land and its history

Getting a good night's sleep
l Marysville Patient Group has some good tips

I live at Wrekin Villa, 68 
Oakley Street at Belle 
Vue in Shrewsbury.

The deeds of my house go 
back to 1800. For years I’ve 
thought “I must get them out 
and explore the background to 
this area of Belle Vue and the 
home in which I live”. 

At that time the land was 
owned by Mr Thomas Jelf 
Powys who was the Deputy 
High Sheriff of Shropshire. 
He sold a large parcel of land 
called Banky Piece at Auction 
in October 1801 to John Oakley 
for £645.

John Oakley then built Oakley 
Cottage in the early 1800s. 
It was later split into two to 
be called Oakley Grange and 
Oakley House. 

OAKLEY COTTAGE and 
PASTURE LAND was then put 
up for auction through Mr 
H.A. Jones, the auctioneer, on 
14th August, 1858, at the Fox 
Hotel, Shrewsbury. They were 
described as:

 ‘A very valuable and highly 
desirable Freehold Property 
with two very elegant detached 
residences in the most 
delightful suburb of the town, 
known as Oakley Cottage’. 

‘The land is 19 acres of the 
very richest and driest Pasture 
and Meadow in the County, 
well watered and shaded, 
chiefl y running parallel with the 
Church Stretton Turnpike Road, 
and of unequalled beauty and 
desirability as a site for elegant 
Villa Residences, commanding, 
at an easy distance therefrom 
a dioramic view of every object 
in the town and nearly every 

hilltop of remark in the County’  

The advert continued ‘There 
are two separate Residences, 
a pretty distance from the 
road, approached by a lawn 
drive, with a distinct suite 
of out-offi  ces to each, in the 
completest repair, with every 
convenience that could be 
suggested, with ornamental 
Shrubberies, Kitchen Gardens 
and Orchards of choice Fruits. 
There is a never-failing Spring 
of most excellent Water and 
Gas is brought to the carriage 

drive. The 
property is about 
10 minutes from 
the town’.

Then just two 
months later, on 
9th October, 1858, 
the whole site 
was up for sale 
again but split 
into 8 separate 
plots under the 
title of OAKLEY 
COTTAGE, LAND 
and BUILDING 
SITES.  

That site is then 
split into 44 plots 
to encompass a 
newly created 
Oak Street and 
Drawwell Street 
in a triangle 
with Oakley 
Street (initially 
called Junction 
Street*), by 
Richard Marston, 
who secures 
indentureship of 
the land on 28th 
September, 1859.

My house stands 
on plot 12 which 
was bought from 

him by Charles and John Davies 
for £56.15s. They built a pair of 
semi-detached houses which 
they named Wrekin Villa and 
Caradoc Villa.

The conditions of the sale 
were very specifi c. 

Charles Davies signed to say 
he would only build one house, 
that it would be of brick or 
stone, the roof covered with 
slate or tiles and that it would 
be of no greater value than 
£250. 

Also ‘that he would not allow 
anyone into the house to carry 
on the trade of a dealer in any 
kinds of intoxicating drinks’

Charles also contracted that 
he and his heirs and assigns 
‘ Shall not erect any privy or 
water closet detached from the 
house nor any open drains or 
cesspools but shall construct a 
proper covered tank or cesspool 
to receive all offensive matter 
and a covered drain to convey 
the sewerage from the privy 
or water closet until there be 
a proper and suffi  cient street 
culvert erected’.  

And fi nally that he ‘would 
maintain boundary fences on his 
side of the property’

This is still only the beginning 
of the story for there are a lot of 
unanswered questions, like ….

Why did Charles Davies not live 
in his new house?  

Who did live here? 

What jobs did they do? 

What neighbours were there? 
What about water?, What about 
gas?, When did electricity arrive?

When did the railway pass near 
the bottom of the garden? 

Who was Richard Marston? 
and were there other existing 
properties close by?

l Do you know the history 
of your house? Does it have 
some fascinating secret? Or 
perhaps you can shed light on 
the history of your street or 
neighbourhood. We would love 
to know. Please drop us a line at 
bellevuemagazine@gmail.com

A bird’s eye view of Wrekin Villa in Oakley 
Street, Belle Vue. The deeds of the house go back 
to 1800.

We all know sleep 
is essential in 
maintaining our 

daily lives; it helps our 
brains process information 
enabling us to solve 
problems, come up with 
ideas, and cope with 
whatever the day throws 
at us. 

However, professionals 
tell us we are in a sleep-
loss epidemic and that if 
we can sleep well we can all 
be healthier and happier. 
Regular sleep can help 
control stress, help keep your 
immune system healthy, 
help with the prevention of 
type two diabetes, help with 
cardiovascular diffi  culties, 
boost our brain power, help 
in eating less, and help us 
exercise better.

Individual
Whilst “sleep needs” vary 

from individual to individual it 
is generally recognized we need 
seven to eight hours sleep in 
every twenty four hours.

 Marysville Patient Group 
have linked-up with Marysville 
Medical Practice to give a 
reminder of some of the hints 
and tips on how to get a better 
night’s sleep. 

During the day:

Get some natural morning 
light, open curtains as soon as 
you awaken.

Sit next to or by windows. 
If you really need to take a 

nap make it no longer than 20 
minutes. Don’t eat late at night. 
Don’t exercise too late. Be 
careful what time you drink that 
last coffee. 

Don’t fall into the alcohol trap! 

Write away your worries 
(complete a to do list). 

Sleep soundly. Make sure you 
wind down (take a warm bath, 
read, listen to relaxing music).

Stick to a sleep schedule of 
the same bedtime and wakeup 
time. Create a restful sleep 
environment (be mindful of 
the presence of gadgets and 
electronics computers, phones, 
TV). Sleep on a comfortable 
mattress and pillows.

Go to sleep when you are really 
tired.

Room temperature  (the body 
needs to cool down in order to 
sleep).

Get up if you cannot sleep 
(make a warm drink, read or 
listen to relaxing music).

Good sleeping habits are 
invaluable to our health.  

If you are still having trouble 
in sleeping well, then speak with 
your GP. 
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The famous Alder Hay 
Children’s Hospital 
in Liverpool was 

presented with well 
over a thousand pounds 
as a result of Fireman 
John’s ever-popular 
annual Christmas lights 
spectacular on Sutton 
Park estate.

The retired fi refi ghter has 
become well known for 
decorating the front of his 
house with colourful festive 
lights each year and then 
inviting the public to make a 
donation when they come to 
view this heart-warming feast 
for the eyes.

This year’s was the most 
successful of his fundraisers so 
far – and he thanks every one 
of his supporters.

Holy Trinity Pre-
School in Belle Vue 
reports:

It’s offi  cial!  Holy Trinity 
Pre-School in Belle Vue are 
delighted to announce it has 
been judged Outstanding for 
the second time in a recent 
Ofsted inspection.

The report noted:
“Children’s behaviour is 

excellent and they show 
empathy and a high regard 
for their friends. They are 
exceptionally well prepared for 
the next stage in their learning, 
such as school.”

A new Ofsted framework 
has made it harder to achieve 
an outstanding judgement 
than in previous years. Every 
area of inspection was graded 
outstanding:

l Quality of Education
l Behaviour and attitudes
l Personal Development
l Leadership and 

management
l Overall effectiveness.
We are delighted that the 

special ethos of working with 
the church of Holy Trinity has 
been acknowledged and valued 
for the children and families 
who attend.

Magical lights / Ofsted success
l Fireman John’s boost for charity   l Pre-School news

I bought a new doorbell 
the other day ...

Missed the delivery 
though.

Finland has closed its 
border ...

No-one can cross the 
Finnish line.

Pre-School children singing and entertaining residents at Briarfields

Dementia-friendly / Exercise
l Making a real difference l Keep healthy, make friends

Dementia-friendly 
communities work 
best when they’re 

led by local people, writes 
Mary Latter.

They are vital in helping 
people live well with dementia 
and remain a part of their 
community. 

Small steps, such as raising 
awareness of dementia can 
make a real difference and 
help people to understand the 
symptoms as well as diminish 
the stigma still sadly associated 
with dementia among some 
communities. 

And it’s easy to do this 
through an hour long ‘Dementia 
Friends’ session and other 
simple actions. 

Belle Vue
In Shropshire, Telford and 

Wrekin there are already nine 
areas working to become 
dementia friendly – Wem, 
Newport, Whitchurch, 
Oswestry, Pontesbury, Cleobury 
Mortimer, Bishop’s Castle, 
Ludlow and Ellesmere. But Belle 
Vue would be a great place to 
start another one!!!

So, if you are interested in 
making Belle Vue a dementia 
friendly community and know 
other people who would be 
interested in helping, get them 
involved. 

Your group can get support 
from the Alzheimer’s 
Society’s ‘Dementia Friendly 
Communities Offi  cers’ as well 
as from the Shropshire, Telford 
and Wrekin Dementia Action 
Alliance. 

You can also get national 
recognition of your efforts 

through the Alzheimer’s Society 
‘Dementia friendly communities 
programme’.  

To fi nd out more email Mary 
Latter, Chair of the Shropshire, 
Telford & Wrekin Dementia 
Action Alliance at:

marylatter@live.co.uk 
or Kat Horner, Dementia 

Friendly Communities Offi  cer 
for the West Midlands: Kat.
Horner@alzheimers.org.uk

most of us. We do want to get 
active but ...

l How do I start? 
l Where do I go?
l What organisations are out 

there to help me?
Marysville Patient Group 

have linked-up with Marysville 
Medical Practice to answer 
these questions and give some 
information to help get started, 
to help get active.

There are many differing 
types of exercise available 
throughout Shrewsbury and 
wider Shropshire to get active. 
Opportunities exist for all ages 
and abilities, from walking 
for those of us who have not 
walked much, to longer and 
more challenging walks.

Cycling, for those of us who 
want to cycle throughout the 
countryside or to cycle around 
family friendly routes. Walking 
netball and walking football. 
Dance classes. Elevate, classes 
for those of us who are 65+ or 
feel a bit unsteady on their feet. 
General exercise classes. 

Contact details: The Wise 
and Well Team: Gentle exercise 
classes (Extend, Tai Chi, Zumba 
Gold, Boccia) includes chair-
based exercises. Call 01743 
360641

Elevate: Exercises to help 
with balance and increase core 
strength. Call 01743 297191

Walking Netball: ruth.
hughes@englandnetball.co.uk 
London Road Sports Centre, 
London Road, Shrewsbury, SY2 
6PR or call 01743 924992

Walking Football: 
community@shrewsbuurytown.
co.uk Otley Road, Shrewsbury, 
SY2 6ST. Or call 01743 289177 
OR alanfranksmith@btinternet.
co.uk Monkmoor Recreation 
Ground, Racecourse Crescent, 
Shrewsbury 

Want to keep 
healthy? Want 
to get healthier? 

Want to make new 
friends? Got time on your 
hands?  

THEN….. GET ACTIVE!
And especially once this 

coronavirus crisis has passed!
At some time in our lives the 

above questions about health 
and friendship are relevant to 

Healthwatch Shropshire wants 
to know how the current 
pandemic is affecting people in 
Shropshire, their well-being, 
how they are finding useful 
information, how they are 
being supported, what helps 
them cope. They are trying to 
establish what is working well, 
and where gaps are. 
Lynn Cawley, Chief Officer, 
explained, “Local organisations  
from across the health and care 
system are working closely 
together to respond to COVID-19 
whilst ensuring that essential 
everyday services carry on.
These organisations want to 
know what people think about 
the support available. To help do 
this we have published a short 
survey asking people about 
their experiences and will share 
this feedback anonymously.”
Survey and details: www.
healthwatchshropshire.co.uk/
health-care-and-wellbeing-
services-during-covid-19-
pandemic 

Wellbeing
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La Bonne Parisienne
Boulangerie : Patisserie :  Viennoiserie

Unique to Shrewsbury, stone-baked, handcrafted, French and continental 
breads and pastries, delivered freshly baked, direct from oven-to-door.

For more info visit www.labonneparisienne.com or email info@labonneparisienne.com

Delicious, unusual bakes. Different from anything you will find in the shops. The proof is in the eating!

One-off deliveries, monthly subscriptions, gift vouchers, 

talks and demonstrations, events and businesses supplied.

Deliveries to:

Belle Vue  

Kingsland 

Meole Village 

Radbrook 

Copthorne 

Oxon

Frankwell

Authentic ingredients, carefully sourced. Traditional techniques and recipes. Environmentally-friendly

@labonneparisienne          @LaBonneParis1            labonneparisienne

Accountant?
Do you need an

Friendly, professional advice 
available at APEX ACCOUNTING, 
11 Shoplatch, Shrewsbury. 
Contact: Ed Coles – 01743 290526.
Visit: www.apexaccounting.co.uk

Accounting for small businesses

During the Coronavirus 
outbreak, I asked “Where 
should we go for our mini-
break? ... The kitchen or 

the lounge?”

Letter from New Zealand
l Roy Bradbury on train spotting and flooding  

Hi Phil,

Thank you so much for 
sending on Issues 15, 16 and 
17 of the Belle Vue Magazine 
to its greatest admirer in New 
Zealand. So far I have only 
opened the PDF of Number 
15 to jolt the memory locker. 
This it certainly did as I was  
reading about “The Back 
Of The Sheds”, not only the 
collecting of steam engine 
numbers, but the smoke and 
the special smell that the 
loco’s gave off.  

The sight of trucks in long 
trains of war armaments, 
such as military vehicles, 
mines for laying at sea, 
with their porcupine style 
proboscis sticking out, which 
hopefully, would – given time 
– blow-up the enemy.   

All these things came 
fl ooding back, even one 
memory of when one day, 
going over the railway bridge 
near Betton Street, my mate 
and I went through the fi eld 
on the right for some reason, 
which I cannot remember 
now , but our walk over the 
fi eld took us very close to the 
Shrewsbury By-Pass, and to 
our astonishment, the by-
pass was fi lled with all sorts 
of military vehicles, which 
(we eventually realised a few 
days later) were all destined 
for the D-Day Landings, all 
with the three white strips 
later associated with the 
6th June 1944 and later 
throughout the war.

 I am so pleased that even  
through all your current 
busy lifestyle as Mayor 
of Shrewsbury you have 

managed to continue with 
the Magazine.  

During these very trying 
times, I hope that you and 
your family stay safe, and 
that also goes for all those 
Lovely Salopian’s that you 
currently have under your 
care and protection.

Kind regards,

Roy Bradbury
Kapiti Coast
New Zealand

Hello lamppost,
whatcha knowin’?

If only lampposts could speak. 
I’ll bet this one would have 
a few tales to tell. It’s one of 
the original question-mark-
shaped lampposts to be found 
in parts of Belle Vue. We 
reckon it dates from the 1920s 
but we would dearly love to 
know more.

Did you hear the one about ...
A man’s bragging about his promotion to vice president got so out of 
hand that even his wife was annoyed. “Look, being a vice president 
isn’t that special,” she said. “They even have a vice president of peas 
at the supermarket!” Not believing her for one second, the man 
called the supermarket and demanded, “Get me the vice president of 
peas!” The clerk replied, “Fresh, canned, or frozen?”

How is a cat different from a sentence? Answer: A cat has claws 
at the end of its paws; a sentence has a pause at the end of its 
clause!

Two ships collided. One was carrying a load of red paint, the other a 
load of blue paint. ... All the passengers were marooned.
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shalimar
TAKEAWAY

OPEN
EVERY 
DAY
5pm-11pm

Just off Meole Brace island at 131 
Hereford Road, Shrewsbury, SY3 7QZ

Passionate about what we do, we create 
delicious food using only fresh ingredients 
and spices. Telephone: 231 231 or 231 300. 

www.shalimarshrewsbury.co.uk

W
HITECROFT 

CHIPPY

FACTORY, EVENT AND LARGE ORDERS WELCOME

TEL: 01743 341333
OPENING TIMES
Mon - Sat 12 - 2pm & 4:30 - 10pm
Sun 4 - 9pm

Unit 2, Whitecroft Road, Reabrook, Shrewsbury  SY3 7TJ

PLEASE CALL IF YOU HAVE ANY SPECIFIC DIETARY REQUIREMENTS

QUALITY 
PIES AND 
PASTIES

MOUTH 
WATERING 
BURGERS

C

TASTY 
RANGE OF 

KEBABS

FINGER 
LICKING 
CHICKEN

WICKED 
KIDS  

MEALS
FRESH 
NAAN  

BREADS

PIES AND 
OCEAN 
FRESH  
FISH

LICKING 
CHICKEN

GREAT 
VALUE 

SPECIALS

 

 

ð 

ð 

Are you living with 
dementia? 

Why not pop along to our new friendly, welcoming, and completely 
informal social group for conversation – and a few laughs – at The 

CROWN in COLEHAM (Large car park available),  
115 Longden Coleham, Shrewsbury, SY3 7DX. 

Meets Third Thursday of each month at 2pm. 
More details? – Please phone Phil on 07527 054 143 

or email philoncloudbase@gmail.com 

Part of the 
DEEP network – 

Dementia 
Engagement 

and 
Empowerment 

Project. 
 

Find out more 
at the DEEP 

Website: 
www. 

dementiavoices
.org.uk 

Meets (once the Coronavirus pandemic restrictions 
are over, of course!) on the third Thursday of each 

month from 2pm at The Crown in Coleham. 
More details? - Please phone Phil on 07527 054 143 or 

email philoncloudbase@gmail.com

Pengwern Books
Independent book shop and cafe

New books, maps, cards, gifts. Ordering 
service for new and out-of-print books.
Fish Street, Shrewsbury, SY1 1UR.

Telephone: 01743 232236. 
email: pengwernbooks@live.co.uk
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Hair Salon
Chanelle

Karen, Christine and Charlotte offer professional 
hairdressing for the whole family at affordable prices. 

Open six days a week. Late night Friday. 
Walk-in service available. 

Call in and see us soon! You won’t be disappointed.

Find us on the Coleham approach to Greyfriars Bridge

Telephone
01743

233452

Beauty Boutique
143 Belle Vue Road

Shrewsbury
SY3 7NN

Telephone 01743 600837
www.beautyboutiqueshrewsbury.

co.uk
email: bbshrewsbury@gmail.com

Beauty Boutique Shrewsbury
Bring this advert to receive 10% off 

any treatment.

Team BB xxx

BeautyPicture Perfect

Not a car in sight on Belle Vue Road as the coronavirus lockdown restricts travel.
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The Professionals

Interior and exterior work
Phone 01743 272235
Mobile 07889 007832
FREE ESTIMATES

67 Belle Vue 
Gardens,
Shrewsbury,
SY3 7JH

website:
www.brianmcavoydecorators.co.uk

Please email us: 
www.brianmcavoydecorators.co.uk

Please email us:
info@brianmcavoydecorators.co.uk

UPHOLSTERY
RESTORATION

Call: 01743 358999

by Paul Stack. Antique/Modern, 
Re-upholstery and Furniture 

Restoration. 143a The Workshops, 
Belle Vue Road, Shrewsbury, SY3 7NN

SHANE STEVENS
PAINTER

& DECORATOR
Mobile: 07835 562105
Home: 01743 874984

Quality printing in the heart of Shrewsbury

PERSONAL & BUSINESS STATIONERY,
VOLUME COPYING, BINDING,

GRAPHIC DESIGN AND MUCH MORE...

T: 01743 360424  E: info@copy-write.co.uk
W: www.copy-write.co.uk

130 Longden Coleham,
Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY3 6DN.

copywrite
print + copy + design

www.hair-forum.co.uk
www.sugaringforum.co.uk

Tel: 01743 244005

LADIES & GENTLEMEN
Your One-Stop-Salon for

all of your Hair, Barbering, Male
Grooming & Beauty NeedsGrooming & Beauty NeedsGrooming & Beauty Needs

all of your Hair, Barbering, Male
Grooming & Beauty NeedsGrooming & Beauty Needs

BeautyBeautyBeauty
FORUMFORUM

SugaringSugaringSugaring
FORUMFORUM

HairHair
FORUMFORUMFORUM

BarberingBarberingBarbering
FORUMFORUMFORUM
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Good wishes to all our 
customers, friends 

and supporters.
Take care. Stay safe.

A Dozen Forces for Good!
l Just a few of the amazing Shrewsbury charities doing great things  

The
Shrewsbury

Ark

Shropshire
Supports
Refugees

SHREWSBURY FOOD BANK: 
Organises and distributes 
parcels of donated food 
every week to individuals 
and families experiencing 
hardship. 
Telephone: 01743 343336

SAMARITANS OF 
SHREWSBURY: A safe 
place for you to talk, any 
time, in whatever way is 
best for you. One of the 
201 branches in the UK. 
Telephone 116 123

SHREWSBURY STREET 
PASTORS: Helping 
people who have become 
vulnerable through the 
effects of alcohol or drugs 
or emotional distress. 
Telephone 01743 340145

SHROPSHIRE SUPPORTS 
REFUGEES: Helping refugees 
settle in to their new area, 
improve wellbeing, and 
fulfill goals for themselves 
and their children. Visit: 
shropshiresupportsrefugees

BETHPHAGE: With a 
base in Harlescott Lane, 
Shrewsbury, our mission 
is to be an excellent 
provider of services for 
people with disabilities.
Telephone: 01743 272880

ENERGIZE Shropshire, 
Telford & Wrekin: 
To improve lives and 
empower communities 
through the power of 
physical activity and sport.
www.energizestw.org.uk

SHROPSHIRE MIND: Provides 
a range of quality services 
across the county for the 
one in four people and their 
families affected by mental 
and emotional distress. 
Telephone 01743 368647

SHREWSBURY FOOD HUB: 
Rescues surplus food from 
retailers and redistributes it 
to local groups and charities, 
preventing food waste 
whilst tackling food poverty. 
Telephone: 07399 039292

THE SHREWSBURY ARK:  
Our clients can rely on us 
for warm clothes, bedding, 
personal items and a hot 
meal or cup of tea and a chat 
when they need it.   
Telephone: 01743 363305

OMEGA - CARE FOR LIFE:  
A charity based on Town 
Walls, Shrewsbury, working 
hard to raise standards 
in end of life care by 
supporting caregivers. 
Telephone: 01743 245 088

SHREWSBURY FAIRTRADE:  
Fairtrade is about better 
prices, decent conditions, local 
sustainability, and fair terms 
for farmers and workers in 
the developing world. Contact: 
www.shrewsburyfairtradecom

SHREWSBURY ROTARY CLUBS: 
There are three Rotary Clubs 
in Shrewsbury, all devoted 
to fund raising, community 
service and social events 
supporting good causes.  Visit: 
rotaryclubofshrewsbury.org.uk

A message from all of us – to all of you

Chanelle Hairdressers     Coleham Sandwich Bar and Deli
Portland Financial Planning     Prince of Wales, Bynner Street

The Cross Foxes, Coleham    The Masonic, Belle Vue Road   
Pughs Funeral Directors   SL Builders   Beauty Boutique

Farebrother Smith Lettings     Club 0-14 / Children’s World
Brian McAvoy, Painters & Decorators     Lunts Pharmacy

Snooty Fox Jewellery     Paul Stack Upholstery Restoration
   Jack Whitehead, Tree Surgeon  Girl Friday Web Design

Coleham School    Terry Jones Solicitors  Whitecroft Chippy
Reabrook Newsagents   Shalimar Takeaway   Copywrite Printers 

Jean Foster: Bowen Technique    Sharon’s Hair 
Judy Mainwaring Photography  Clive Pugh Funeral Directors 

Shane Stevens: Painter & Decorator   The Wardrobe   
Hair Forum   Jenna Blair Yoga  Man Cave Barbers

Lauren Hilton: Pilates   Good 4 The Sole   Beth’s Social Support 
Belle Vue Osteopathy     Canny Cuts      La Bonne Parisienne

In these diffi  cult times, the following local shops, businesses and organisations 
would like to send out this message of all good wishes and solidarity

Belle Gift Shop
Ferndell Bed & 

Breakfast
Belle Vue Magazine

Howie Kent & Co
David Raybould - 

Will Makers
Clarkes Solicitors
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A family-run, independent business, 
Lunts Pharmacies offer a helpful, 
professional, and truly friendly 
healthcare service. We’re a 
popular choice when it comes to 
advice on medicine and the purchase 
of health-related products.

Serving the 
community 

for more than 
45 years

1 Hereford Road, Belle Vue, 
Shrewsbury,

SY3 7QT
Telephone: 01743 351918

email: herefordroad@lunts.net

Expert advice when you need it

www.allthewillintheworld.co.uk

Please see 
us before 
you go...
Wills & Trusts

Probate Service

Lasting Powers of Attorney

Safe Will Storage & 
Document Update Service

Inheritance Tax Advice

Care Homes Fees Advice

Home Protection Schemes

Pre-paid Funeral Plans

Home Visit Service

Sleep easy  
tonight...

Act now...

Call today...

01952 
305 105

07786  
548 025

enquiries@willmakersofthemidlands.co.uk

Independence
Outings

Shopping

Social support

Active

Home Help
Companionship

“May I
 quote you?”

“The way I see it, if you want 
the rainbow, you gotta put up 
with the rain.” —Dolly Parton

“Do all the good you can, for 
all the people you can, in all 
the ways you can, as long as 
you can.” — Hillary Clinton

“Life is like riding a bicycle. 
To keep your balance, you 
must keep moving.” — Albert 
Einstein

“The big lesson in life, baby, 
is never be scared of anyone 
or anything.”– Frank Sinatra

“The best portion of a 
good man’s life is his little 
nameless, unencumbered 
acts of kindness and of love.” 
— Wordsworth

“You have brains in your 
head. You have feet in your 
shoes. You can steer yourself 
any direction you choose.” — 
Dr. Seuss

“When I was fi ve years old, 
my mother always told me 
that happiness was the key to 
life.  When I went to school, 
they asked me what I wanted 
to be when I grew up.  I wrote 
down ‘happy’.  They told 
me I didn’t understand the 
assignment, and I told them 
they didn’t understand life.” – 
John Lennon
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I take pride in the service we give

Solicitor Hannah Lowe 
– who specialises in 
Children Law – talks 

about Belle Vue 
“Having grown up in 

Telford, I moved to live in 
the Frankwell area over 
two years ago and I am 
now a proud resident of the 
community. 

“The recent record-breaking 
fl ooding in Shrewsbury was on 
my front doorstep although 
thankfully, it was not high 
enough to affect my home 
directly. 

“To witness the power at which 
the River Severn was fl owing 
through the town and the sheer 
volume of the water submerging 
Shrewsbury was fascinating, 
although also came with a 

feeling of great sadness for 
those individuals and businesses 
directly affected.”

Disputes
In her role, Hannah specialises 

in all aspects of children law. 
Predominantly this includes 
assisting parents when social 
services are involved, as well 

Say hello to 
Hannah

Lowe
as private law disputes between 
parents as to where a child 
should live and how much time 
they should spend with the other 
parent and family members.

Hannah added “Family is 
undoubtedly the most important 
element of most people’s lives. I 
pride myself on the service and 
the help that I am able to give 
to parents and families within 
Shrewsbury and the surrounding 
areas. I feel a great sense of 
privilege and pride in the work I 
undertake and the help I provide 
to each family that I assist.”

Specialist advisors to the mature 
and retired market

01743 365 813

Authorised and regulated by the Financial 
Conduct Authority

Call us for open honest advice

www.portland-fp.co.uk

Ben Walters DipFA MIFS
ben@portland-fp.co.uk

Hannah Edwards DipFA LIBF 
hannah@portland-fp.co.uk

•	 Later Life Planning
•	 Long Term Care Planning
•	 Inheritance Tax Planning 

•	Retirement Advice
•	Saving & Investment Advice

Shrewsbury, Abbey House 01743 285 888

Shrewsbury, Talbot House 01743 218 450

Telford 01952 297 979

Newport 01952 810 307

• Agricultural Law

• Children & Care Proceedings 

• Commercial Property

• Company & Business Law

• Criminal Representation 

• Employment Law

• Family Proceedings 

• House Purchase & Sale  

• Motoring Law

• Private and Commercial  
 Litigation 

• Wills, Probate & Trusts

TERRY JONES
Solicitors

More Than Just Good Advice

www.terry-jones.co.uk

‘Family is undoubtedly 
the most important 

element in most 
people’s lives’

Building Contractors

NEWBUILD DEVELOPMENTS.   
EXTENSIONS AND STONEWORK.

AWARD-WINNING 
GARDEN LANDSCAPING.

SERVING SHROPSHIRE 
SINCE 1989

S.  Longland Builders are a local family-
run business and partnership from 
Shrewsbury who have been serving the 
Shropshire area for over 25 years. 
We pride ourselves on the quality of our 
work and only employ the highest quality 
craftsmen.
We offer the full range of building 
services from basic bricklaying through 
to garden landscaping. 

Visit our website: www.slonglandbuilders.co.uk
We are top quality local builders

To find out more, or obtain a free 
quote, please call Steve on 
07802 366655 or 01743 249251.
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The current situation 
with Covid-19 means 
that for many of us 

our normal routines have 
had to change in order to 
comply with the rules on 
social distancing and social 
isolating.  

This includes trips to 
the hairdressers, beauty 
salon and routine foot 
care which have all been 
stopped, along with visits 
from mobile service 
providers.  

Routine foot care is not 
classified as urgent/essential 
care and is not permitted during 
the current pandemic.

Emergency
In accordance with advice and 

guidelines issued by the College 
of Podiatry, some podiatry 
clinics are still providing an 
emergency service whereby 
they will triage foot emergencies 
by telephone - in cases where 
the risk of not treating would 
pose a higher risk to the patient 
than the risk of potentially 
transmitting the Covid-19 virus 
they will do a face to face visit.  

Examples of podiatric 
emergencies include: - ongoing 
dressing and debriding 
of ulcerated tissue, tissue 
breakdown, infected corns, 
infected ingrown toenails, 
severe pain. Podiatrists are 
trained in complex wound 
management, can prescribe 
antibiotics and pain medication, 
and can perform nail surgery 
– so they are the only people 
permitted to deal with foot 
emergencies during the 
pandemic.  

As I am a Foot Health 
Practitioner I am not permitted 

to provide emergency foot care 
as detailed above – however if 
you need advice I am happy to 
discuss your options.  

There are some things you can 
do at home to keep your feet 
comfortable until home visits for 
routine foot care can resume: -

1) If you can reach your toes in 
order to trim your nails ensure 
you cut the nail straight across 
– never trim down the sides of 
the toenails as this can lead to 
ingrown nails.  Gently file the 
edges with an emery board to 
smooth them.

2) If you can’t cut your toenails 
try to use a long emery board 
to file toenails to keep them at 
a comfortable length – if you 
suffer with thickened nails you 

can also file the surface with an 
emery board.

3) Use a foot file to file/remove 
any hard skin (avoid the metal 
cheese grater style files as they 
can tear fragile skin).

4) If you can apply foot cream 
please do – the skin on the feet 
tends to be drier as it doesn’t 
have sebaceous oil producing 
glands and there are around 
250,000 sweat glands in each 
pair of feet producing half a pint 
of sweat every day. If you can’t 
reach to rub cream in, you could 
put the cream inside an old sock 
and apply at bedtime allowing 
the cream to soak in overnight. 

I use CCS Foot Care Cream and 
Flexitol Moisturising Foot Cream 
– both of which can be bought 
online.

5) In the house avoid wearing 
tight fitting socks or tights as 
these will push the flesh around 
your toes into your nails making 
them feel sore.  It can also push 
your toenails into adjacent toes 
and cause a tissue injury. If you 
can, wear open-toe slippers or 
shoes around the house to allow 
toes plenty of room. If you are 
diabetic never walk around in 
bare feet – even in the house 
as you could injure your feet 
without knowing and thus risk 
infection.

6) If the seams on your socks 
rub your toes – wear them inside 
out so that the seam is on the 
outside.

7) If you wear compression 
socks and your toenails are 
digging into surrounding toes 
you could ask your GP surgery 
if it is possible to have the 
open toe version of the socks. 
Please always follow your GPs 
instructions.

8) Brands such as ‘Cosyfeet’ 
sell a range of open toe slippers 
and sandals, as well as a range 
of seamless socks and tights, 
and gel toe cushions etc.  Boots 
along with most pharmacies sell 
a range of padding devices for 
feet. 

 

Cotton wool
Most items can be purchased 

online on sites such as Amazon.
9) If you suffer with soft corns 

in between toes you can pop 
some cotton wool between 
your toes to reduce pressure 
on the corn.  You can apply an 
astringent such as surgical spirit 
to help dry the skin.

10) If you suffer with hard 
cords on toe joints or elsewhere 
hydrocolloid plasters (blister 
plasters) can be used to 
reduce friction and soften the 
overlying hard skin.  Avoid using 

medicated corn rings as these 
contain acids which can lead to 
tissue breakdown – opt for non-
medicated felt rings instead to 
offload pressure.

11) Avoid wearing tight fitting 
shoes – opt for older worn 
in shoes to reduce pressure/
friction on your feet

12) If you are able to, please 
wash your feet regularly and 
wash in between your toes with 
soapy water and dry thoroughly

All the products mentioned can 
be purchased online.

If you have any concerns that 
you may have an infection in 
your toes/feet contact your 
regular practitioner who can 
advise on your options. 

l Heather Powell, telephone 
07403 013071. Email: info@
good4thesole.co.uk. Or visit: 
www.good4thesole.co.uk

Shrewsbury-based Foot Practitioner 
Heather Powell of “Good 4 The Sole” 
explains how best to care for your feet

Effective footcare:                                      ‘Don’t neglect your feet,’ says expert

A range of items useful in keeping your feet healthy. If your feet give you 
pain or discomfort, try following the tips listed on these pages.
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A year as Mayor of Shrewsbury
Phil Gillam looks back on a colourful and exciting 12 months

Meeting Griff Rhys Jones at a Shrewsbury Civic Society function; meeting Gyles Brandreth at the University 
Centre Shrewsbury (UCS) graduation ceremony; and at the launch of the Shrewsbury Edition of Monopoly.

With the top Fab Four tribute band, The Mersey Beatles, and the giant statues of John, Paul, George and 
Ringo specially installed in the foyer of Theatre Severn as part of the three-day Mayor’s Fundraising Event, 
The Shrewsbury Beatles Weekend in September, in aid of local charity, The Samaritans of Shrewsbury.

TOP RIGHT: At the official opening of the 2019 Shrewsbury Flower Show. BELOW: The big switch-on of 
Shrewsbury’s Christmas Lights with Mayoress Carol Gillam and Shrewsbury Town Crier Martin Wood.

                                                                       A year as Mayor of Shrewsbury

Yes, it might sound 
like a cliché, but 
it is nonetheless 

true: It is the most 
tremendous honour 
and privilege to 
serve as Mayor of 
Shrewsbury.

Over the last 12 
months I’ve met so 
many wonderful people, 
been introduced to so 
many fantastic charities 
and good causes, 
spoken with so many 
excellent businesses and 
organisations, and seen 
aspects of Shrewsbury I’d 
never seen before.

l Continued on 
Page 34
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MAKE THE  
RIGHT MOVE

Friendly, Professional, Legal Support in  
the Heart of Shrewsbury

WILLS, PROBATE & ESTATE PLANNING I CONVEYANCING 
 FAMILY I DISPUTE RESOLUTION I EMPLOYMENT 

COMMERCIAL I AGRICULTURE 

Contact: (01743) 231531  shrewsbury@clarkeslaw.co.uk
Kingston House, St Alkmund’s Place, Shrewsbury SY1 1UL

A word about this special edition
   A year as Mayor of Shrewsbury

l Continued from previous page
Before the coronavirus pandemic 

changed everything, shutting down all 
planned public gatherings, I’d clocked 
up more than 200 mayoral engagements 
across Shrewsbury and beyond, along 
the way (I’m thrilled to say) raising more 
than £11,000 for my chosen charity for 
the year, the Samaritans of Shrewsbury.

It has been a great privilege to support 
events set up by the Shropshire Fire & 
Rescue Service, Shropshire Supports 
Refugees, the Royal Voluntary Service, 
Friends of Shrewsbury Flaxmill, 
Shropshire Society in London, University 
Centre Shrewsbury, Shrewsbury 
Colleges Group, Lord Hill’s Column, 
Shrewsbury Ark, Shrewsbury Street 
Pastors, The Shrewsbury Half Marathon, 
The Drapers Company, the Bethphage 
Charity, Shropshire Youth Association, 
Monkmoor Scouts, The Gild of Freemen, 
RAF Cosford, the Lord Lieutenant of 
Shropshire, Shrewsbury Town In The 
Community, Barnabas Community 
Projects, Shrewsbury Food Bank, 
Shrewsbury Food Hub, Royal British 
Legion, Citizens Advice, Age UK and 
many others. 

All of this was alongside attending the 
Shrewsbury River Festival, Shrewsbury 
Carnival, Shrewsbury Food Festival, 
Shrewsbury Flower Show, Shrewsbury 

Folk Festival, Shrewsbury Steam Rally, 
the swearing in of new magistrates, 
the West Mercia Police commendation 
awards, the always-amazing Carols In 
The Square, the National Cyclo-Cross 
Championships, networking events, 
the Young Thinkers Competition, the 
LGBT+ History Festival, the Shropshire 
Youth Enterprise Trade Fair, and a 
whole bunch of amateur dramatics 
performances, book launches, annual 
general meetings, civic services around 
the county, ribbon cuttings, business 
launches and concerts.

All my life I have loved my hometown 
with a passion. Now I love it even more!

ABOVE: Enjoying a ride on the merry-go-
round at Shrewsbury Steam Rally. LEFT: 
Rocking out with the Rock School.

Looking
forward
to getting
back to it

Masonic

Prince
of Wales

Cross Foxes

No cinema, no theatre, 
no coffee shops ... We’ve 
been missing a lot over the 
last few weeks. Another 
aspect of our “normal lives” 
that disappeared due to 
the Covid-19 lockdown was 
our pub life – and pubs are 
often at the very heart of our 
communities.

It’ll be so good to welcome 
back on to the scene not only 
these three loyal supporters 
of Belle Vue Magazine (The 
Masonic, the Prince of Wales 
and the Cross Foxes) but all 
the grand pubs of the Belle 
Vue and Coleham area. Let’s 
show them our support when 
they’re back up and running.

 Coronavirus, hard-hit local businesses and ...

Many local businesses were 
of course hit badly by the 
fl oods earlier this year, and 
then hit a second time by the 
coronavirus pandemic and the 
restrictions on movement that 
were brought in.

Against this backdrop, 
Belle Vue Magazine felt, in all 

conscience, that it wouldn’t 
have been right to approach 
its clients regarding paid-for 
advertising for this edition. 
Therefore, as a gesture of good 
will, we offered instead a free-
of-charge mention in our “good 
wishes” message on Page 
25 and/or a free-of-charge 

advertisement. No advertising 
revenue has been sought to 
support the publication of this 
special edition.

We are extremely grateful 
to Shrewsbury-based Gfl eet 
Services Ltd, Sustainable 
Transport Consultants, for its 
sponsorship of this edition. 
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We’ve been forced to go digital!
‘We are confident that we have found a way of making

– by Tom Supple
the festival work in a completely new online format’

  Belle Vue Arts Festival                                       Belle Vue Arts Festival

All parts of our 
society have felt 
the unprecedented 

impact of Covid-19 in 
recent weeks and, at the 
time of writing, it is clear 
that things will get worse 
before they get better.

While this situation is 
hugely disheartening, what 
is also becoming clear is the 
remarkable, uplifting spirit of 
our local community in this 
crisis.

One great example of this 
collective spirit was shown by 
Coleham School recently, with 
their heart-warming cards to 

local businesses to show support 
following the devastating floods. 
This really does demonstrate 
how positive things can happen 
even in dark times!

With the current lockdown 
conditions, many of our 
favourite and much-loved local 
community events are likely 
to be postponed or cancelled 

altogether. Unfortunately, the 
Belle Vue Arts Festival is no 
different either.

However, despite the physical 
parts of the festival being 
cancelled, our committed 
volunteer organisers refuse 
to be defeated, and we are 
confident that we have found a 
way of making the festival work 

in a completely new online 
format.

Since its inception, the Belle 
Vue Arts Festival has been 
centred around the idea of 
community, and this will 
continue to be the case as we 
shape up to go online.

We will be running online 
activities for all ages, over 

a slightly extended period 
of time to give people lots 
of opportunity to really get 
involved. 

All the art creations/photos/
poetry created during the 
festival can be uploaded to our 
website and shared with us via 
social media.

l Continued on next page

Flashback to last year’s festival when crowds came out to enjoy the good weather. How to make a face out of a few bits of fruit and vegetables.
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  Belle Vue Arts Festival                                       Belle Vue Arts Festival
l Continued from previous 

page

As usual, all our activities will 
be based on a theme, this year 
our theme is: 

(drum roll…. )   “WILD”.
In our 17th year we hope that 

- as usual - the community will 
rally around and be as creative 
with the theme as ever. Welcome 
to the ONLINE jungle everyone!

What can you take part in?

Online Main Festival
02 May until 13 June

l Instagram Competition –
Get creative in lockdown! 

Using the ‘WILD’ theme as your 
inspiration, send us your best 

photos from indoors or your 
gardens! 

l “Poets Run WILD”
Short form poetry challenge, 

inspired by the theme WILD. 
All entries from any age 

welcomed.
l Garden Gallery
Share your garden photos as it 

comes into bloom. 
l Hedgehog Survey
Help us provide local hedgehog 

information to pass onto the 
Shropshire Wildlife Trust

Details provided on the 
website.

l Knit and Natter Gallery
Be inspired by the knit & natter 

group photo gallery.
Learn how to create rainbow 

knitted pom poms!
l We are really looking 

forward to seeing everyone’s 
submissions, which I’m sure will 
show the hugely creative spirit 
that we know is out there.  WILD 
chalk artwork on your driveways 
would also be welcomed, to go 

alongside all the rainbows!
l Here are a few ideas to get 

you started:
WILD About Belle Vue, 

Where The WILD Things Are, 
WILD Jungle, WILD Foraging, 
WILD Ingredients, The WILD 
One, WILD Thing, WILD 
Garden, British WILDfl owers!

Website
For all the fi nal details of the 

activities and competitions 
listed above, visit www.
bellevueartsfestival.co.uk or 
follow @bellevueartsfestival 
on Instagram and facebook.
com/bellevueartsfestival.  Do 
also get in touch if you want to 
help volunteer.

l More pictures from last 
year’s festival on next page.

‘We are really looking forward to seeing 
everyone’s submissions, which I’m sure will 

once again show the hugely creative spirit that 
we know is out there’

Sometimes all you need is a pen and something to draw on!

01743 344646 info@pughsfuneraldirectors.com

www.pughsfuneraldirectors.com

133 Longden Colham, 
Shrewsbury SY3 7DN

87 Whitchurch Road, 
Shrewsbury SY1 4EE
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  Belle Vue Arts Festival

One of the great 
lessons we can all 
take from the Belle 
Vue Arts Festival is 
that you don’t need 
a lot to be able to 
create something 
that’s colourful, 
eye-catching and 
uplifting.
A few flowers 
perhaps ... or bits 
of old wool that 
have been hanging 
around for ages ... 
or some paper and 
paints.
Creating art like 
this is great fun – 
and puts a smile on 
people’s faces!
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A registered charity

Call free on 

116 123
Email 

Contact Samaritans free – 
day or night, 365 days a year.

Being listened to lifted a huge  
weight off my shoulders.
Samaritans caller

We won’t judge you or tell 
you what to do, we’ll listen.

It’s your call 
No judgement,
no pressure

Visit us

 esuoH nawS
 daeH maheloC

 JB7 3YS yrubswerhS

 gro.snatiramas gro.snatiramas /  yrubswerhs

@oj  gro.snatiramasI’VE FELT SO VERY lucky to live in lovely 
Belle Vue during the lockdown. Things 
could have been a lot worse!

The Quarry remains open for recreation; the 
supermarket queues aren’t too bad, and as the 
roar of traffic dies down so birdsong takes over, 
amplified as if all the birds were shouting. 

I’ve ignored the productivity tips that keep 
popping into my inbox – “Streamline your working 
day now!” or “Why not declutter your wardrobe?” 
– and headed out into the back garden instead. 

Battered
This year I’ve missed sight of our regular clumps 

of snowdrops – either they were battered down 
by successive storms, or else they chose to pop 
up for the three days that I was away during 
February half term. Prolonged damp does not 

suit many bulb varieties, so a no-show from the 
snowdrops was not surprising. With luck and 
the right kind of seasonal weather, they should 
emerge again next spring, nodding nonchalantly 
as if nothing untoward has happened.

It’s an ill wind that blows nobody any good and, 
if the snowdrops went AWOL this year, the two 
camellia bushes have thrived under the deluge. 
This is odd because theoretically camellias like 
warm, wet summers and dry, cool winters so I 
was braced for a prolonged sulk. 

Instead Camellia x williamsii ‘Debbie’ has 
flowered non-stop since the beginning of March 
and still more buds keep appearing. 

Each time I step outside, I’m so distracted by the 
perfect hot pink blooms that I forget whatever it 
was I intended to do and have to return indoors 
in order to jog my memory. 

The other shrub, Camellia x williamsii ‘Garden 
Glory’, is less established than ‘Debbie.’ The 
flowers are smaller, paler and daintier but in time 

No snowdrops – not surprising!
by Belle Vue gardening enthusiast Lottie Clark

‘Garden Glory’ can grow to four metres and will 
effortlessly outclass any other shrub that flowers 
in April. 

Camellias are easy-to-grow evergreens that don’t 
mind shade and can flourish in clay soils, provided 
that there is adequate drainage to prevent 
waterlogging (I planted my camellias on a slight 
mound with plenty of grit). 

The ideal situation is usually a sheltered spot in 
partial shade but a few winter flowering varieties 

relish the midday sun. Camellias need to be 
kept watered during a dry summer to assist the 
development of flower buds, ready for the next 
winter or spring.  

If you like the sound of camellias but don’t have 
a garden, all is not lost: some camellias grow 
well in pots. There is a useful step-by-step guide 
to growing camellias in containers on the BBC’s 
Gardener’s World website: www.gardenersworld.
com/how-to/grow-plants/camellia-pot-display/

Gardening with Lottie Clark

Above: Camellia x williamsii 
‘Debbie’

Left: Camellia x williamsii 
‘Garden Glory’
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Photo quiz: Where is this?

Get ready! It’s festival time!

The golden age of steam

Coleham School in 
the spotlight

Featured in 
this issue:

The all new

Proud to serve Belle Vue, Coleham, Reabrook and Sutton Park

Belle Vue
Magazine

Issue 01 | Spring 2015
bellevuemagazine@gmail.com

 @bellevuemagz 

Glory days at the sheds

Arts festival madness!

Team of teachers

Granville the Great:
45 years in Coleham

Featured in 
this issue:

The all new

Proud to serve Belle Vue, Coleham, Reabrook and Sutton Park

Belle Vue
Magazine

Issue 02 | Summer 2015
bellevuemagazine@gmail.com

 @bellevuemagz 

125 years of Pughs

Knitting and nattering

Welcome to the Deli

Win tickets to the panto

Proud history of a
Coleham company

The all new

Proud to serve Belle Vue, Coleham, Reabrook and Sutton Park

Belle Vue
Magazine

Issue 03 | Autumn 2015
bellevuemagazine@gmail.com

 @bellevuemagz 

PLUS

PLUS

PLUS

Season’s greetings

Ian is King of the Road

Messages of hope

Win super theatre tickets

Gifted Susan has it all
wrapped up at her shop

Welcome to your

Proud to serve Belle Vue, Coleham, Reabrook and Sutton Park

Belle Vue
Magazine

Issue 04 | Winter 2015-16
bellevuemagazine@gmail.com

 @bellevuemagz 

The Vikings 
have landed!

 
4 to 18 June - Festival Fortnight 
Art and photography exhibitions, competitions,  

garden and art trail, workshops,  community events and much 
much more….. 

www.bellevueartsfestival.co.uk 

Arts Festival is set to go into orbit

Amy talks about life – and spidersSee our great competition inside

A happy Belle Vue childhood recalled

Welcome to your

Proud to serve Belle Vue, Coleham, Reabrook and Sutton Park

Belle Vue
Magazine

Issue 05 | Spring 2016
bellevuemagazine@gmail.com

 @bellevuemagz 

PLUS

PLUS

PLUS
Coleham’s Corona connection

Tributes to Mansel and Liz

All aboard for Shrewsbury West!

Not just free – but priceless!

Proud to serve Belle Vue, Coleham, Reabrook and Sutton Park

Belle Vue
Magazine

Issue 07 | Autumn 2016
bellevuemagazine@gmail.com

 @bellevuemagz

PLUS

PLUS

Made just for you – the little mag to be kept and cherished

PLUS

GOLD AWARD WINNER
in Mayor of Shrewsbury
Community Awards

A fine romance
Vicki and Ian tie the knot

Not just free – but priceless!

Belle Vue
Magazine

Issue 11 | Autumn/Winter 2017
bellevuemagazine@gmail.com

 @bellevuemagz

Made just for you – the little mag to be kept and cherished

GOLD AWARD WINNER
in Mayor of Shrewsbury
Community Awards

New kids on the block:
OPULENT 
TRAVEL

Proud to serve Belle Vue, Coleham, Reabrook and Sutton Park

Chanelle’s Angels!
Forget Charlie’s Angels    .........    these are –

Meet Karen, Charlotte and Christine on Page 28 

Also inside your local magazine: ● Wildlife ● Showbiz ● Classic Cars
Safe Standing 
campaign 
with Ade 
Plimmer –
Pages 46-47

Not just free – but priceless!

Belle Vue
Magazine

Issue 12 | Spring 2018
email us:
bellevuemagazine@gmail.com

Or tweet  @bellevuemagz

Made just for you – the little mag to be kept and cherished

Proud to serve Belle Vue, Coleham, Reabrook and Sutton Park

It’s GIRL
POWER
at Theatre
Severn . . .

Another fabulous issue –

● A year with the Mayor

● Belle Vue Arts Festival

● Secrets of the Cemetery

● Dial-a-Ride on the road

● Youth Club memories

It’s Girl
Power at 
Theatre 
Severn!

AND...

Don’t miss 
Shrewsbury 
Town – with 
Ade Plimmer 
- Page 47

At the heart of our community
We would love to hear from you! - Get in touch

Not just free – but priceless!

Belle Vue
Magazine

Made just for you – the little mag to be kept and cherished
Proud to serve Belle Vue, Coleham, Reabrook and Sutton Park

It’s GIRL
POWER
at Theatre
Severn . . .

Classic scenes of 
Shrewsbury in 
winter – plus

news, jokes, quotes 
and lots of festive 

fun!

Classic scenes of Classic scenes of Classic scenes of 

INSIDE

Sherlock
Holmes
at Theatre Severn

Proud to serve Belle Vue, Coleham, Reabrook and Sutton Park

14Number

Don’t miss 
Shrewsbury 
Town – with 
Ade Plimmer 
- Page 47

Not just free – but priceless!

Belle Vue
Magazine

● Made just for you – the little mag to be kept and cherished
Proud to serve Belle Vue, Coleham, Reabrook and Sutton Park

It’s GIRL
POWER
at Theatre
Severn . . .

On the right lines –

Artist Jamila is back 

with new work!

Shrewsbury
Beatles 
Weekend

Issue 15 | Spring 2019
email us:
bellevuemagazine@gmail.com

Or tweet  @bellevuemagz

Beatles

Seven Drunken 

Nights  - at 

� eatre Severn!

Belle Vue Arts Festival

+ More music with . . .

Painting, photography, music, scarecrows 
– you name it. All you need to know about 

this year’s Belle Vue Arts Festival – see 
Pages 10-12.

Don’t miss 
Shrewsbury 
Town – with 
Ade Plimmer 
- Page 47

Not just free – but priceless!

Belle Vue
Magazine

l Made just for you – the little mag to be kept and cherished

Issue 16 | Summer 2019
email us:
bellevuemagazine@gmail.com

Or tweet  @bellevuemagz

Faye’s
portfolio

Aretha’s legacy

Brian’s back!

Picture perfect

  Don’t miss Ade Plimmer on Shrewsbury Town’s prospects!

l Personalities      l Arts & Crafts
l Shrewsbury memories      l Theatre

l Football  l Photography
l Local history       l Gardening

l Local business    l Community News

Email l bellevuemagazine@gmail.com

Belle Vue Magazine 
is at the very 
heart of the 

community it serves, 
a bustling and creative 
collection of Shrewsbury 
neighbourhoods.

And we’re thrilled and 
delighted by the positive and 
heartfelt feedback we’ve 
been getting since launching 
this title in the spring of 2015 
– covering the whole of Belle 
Vue, Coleham, Longden Road, 
Reabrook and Sutton Park.  

If you’d like to get in touch 
with us, please do – we’d love 
to hear from you.  

Do you have fond memories 
of the area and how it was in 
years gone by?

Get in touch!
Please email: 

bellevuemagazine@gmail.
com or telephone: 07527 054 
143.
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So no pub – and no football!  . . .
Ade Plimmer enjoys a glass of Lemon Dream ...

WELL FIRSTLY, I hope that you, your 
family and friends are well, and 
staying safe. 

So my ‘pub home’ is closed as part of the 
pandemic restrictions. As I write it’s been well 
over a month since I tasted a sip of draught beer 
served from a hand pull. 

In putting this article together I’m being 
accompanied by Salopian Brewery’s ‘Lemon 
Dream’. And laugh when I remember it being 
called ‘Mellon Nightmare’ on the pumps at the 
Prince.

To alleviate the loss of the Prince, a special 
‘WhatsApp group’ has been set up for us refugees, 
to check in with “the Queen and Albert”, 
and the usual characters.

So no pub, and no football! I mean – 
why don’t you just cut off my leg? 

Bill Shankly once uttered those 
famous (and ultimately misquoted 
words) “Football is not a matter 
of life and death. It’s much more 
important than that”. COVID-19 has 
proved otherwise.

To be fair Shrewsbury Town’s 
season was withering on the vine. 
No real prospect of relegation. No 
prospect of promotion. For me, I’m actual 
glad of the break. 

But if the lockdown can end in summer, the 
prospect of summer nights down the Montgomery 
Waters Meadow seems a tantalising prospect. 
Whether we will all be spaced out and wear face 
masks, seems a real possibility. Even watching 
games streamed live ‘behind closed doors’ doesn’t 
seem like an entry from a science fi ction novel.

In the hope of alleviating lockdown boredom/
stress (delete as applicable), the club’s YouTube 
channel has been showing classic matches from 
the past. God, how good were we, at times.

But this season did throw up a classic FA Cup 
tie. I mean it’s not every day that the World 
and European Champions come to town. And 
on the last Sunday of January, in front of the Match 
of the Day cameras, that is exactly what happened.

But it was more than that. The day had a feeling 
of something special. Could Town really do it? Yes, 
Liverpool put out a team that wasn’t exactly the 
‘starting XI’. No Salah, Firmino. But Adrian, Origi 
and at least Klopp was in the dugout. 

And so the time came. The Meadow rocking. 

Could Town do the unthinkable? Well, after a 
minute of the second half, the answer was no. 
2-0 down, and yet Salop had had chances. The 
atmosphere was now quiet. Even the Liverpool 
fans in the crowd of just over nine and a half 
thousand, were resigned to an easy victory. Alas, 
that wasn’t to be.

Town won a penalty and leading scorer Jason 
Cummings put it away with ease. Town had got 
their goal. They’d laid a glove on Liverpool unlike 
1996 and 2016 against Man Utd.

Then the stuff of dreams. I can still see vividly 
Cummings coming inside, breaking into the box 

and fi nishing with aplomb. Que scenes 
I’ve never witnessed at the Meadow. 

True, we celebrated some great 
goals, but this. I mean 2-0 down. 
Against the World and European 
Champions. 

I remember being at 
Farnborough in our Conference 
season back in 2003/4. I was 
standing on a weed infested 

terrace with people who I’d been 
standing with watching Town beat 

Chelsea, Leeds, Manchester City. And 
17 years later those same people I stood 

with back then, in Hampshire, were going nuts 
with in some cases tears of pure emotion in their 
eyes.

The scenes at the end were wonderful. The 
pitch invasion good natured. The rush over to 
the TV Studio, where Shrewsbury boy Joe Hart 
celebrated along with Alan Shearer, Ian Wright and 
Gary Lineker spoke volumes. Town had actually 
come close to winning it. Laurent going oh so 
close. Klopp had to throw on Salah. Thankfully his 
header went wide.

So, the reason for a pitch invasion. Little old 
Shrewsbury would be going to Anfi eld. The stuff 
dreams are made of. 

And so on Tuesday, February 4th, 2020. With 
COVID-19 a column inch on Page 18 of most 
newspapers, Shrewsbury Town journey up to 
Merseyside.

I was joined by two wonderful friends. Howard 
and Lucy, and the journey up was fi lled with jokes 
about Northern towns and them not being very 
good. Music and the like. As we neared Liverpool, 
the music of The Beatles came on. Was this an 

But remember that Cup tie?
and recalls eventful times with Shrewsbury Town

omen? We arrived just after 5pm. Traffi  c was light. 
Made our way to Stanley Park only to fi nd that 
there was no parking. 

Thankfully Liverpool’s city neighbours were more 
welcoming. We parked at Goodison and made 
our way across Stanley Park. The silhouette of 
Anfi eld towering from its base. This wasn’t just any 
football match.

We went to the designated away pub, called the 
‘The Arkles’. 77 Anfi eld Road. And we chilled as the 
pub became fi lled with Shrewsbury and Liverpool 
fans. The atmosphere built.  There was excitement 
in the air. And through the window I could see 
Anfi eld. And was wondering what on earth 
Shrewsbury Town were doing playing here.

Anfi eld
We walked to the ground and through, it has to 

said, a fairly intensive security check. We all had 
different seats in the Anfi eld Road end. But before 
entering, BBC Midlands Today was on hand to 
interview us.

And so you walked in. You saw the Kop at the 
other end. The huge Main Stand. And excited 
Shrewsbury fans. Those that hadn’t got stuck in 
the traffi  c which eventually, led to the game being 
delayed to an 8pm kick off. Liverpool had ‘the kids’ 
out. Klopp wasn’t even on the bench. Town felt a 
little cheated, but this was the opportunity. Beat 
Liverpool at Anfi eld. Become heroes. Then go onto 
Stamford Bridge and meet Chelsea.

As ‘The Kop’ tried to sing ‘You’ll Never Walk 
Alone’ it was met by 8000 voices signing ‘Salop’!

To be fair Town did what unfortunately has 

become common on big occasions. They froze.
Liverpool’s talented kids were knocking the ball 

around like the World and European Champions 
their senior peers defi nitely are. But at half time. It 
was still nil-nil. Could Town just hang in here? 

So when Shaun Whalley ‘scored’ all those 
footballing dreams that you’d had about Salop 
winning at Anfi eld started to become real. 
However, unlike at the Meadow, Liverpool had 
‘VAR’ to help them out. The passage of play that 
led to the goal had seen a Town player just slightly 
offside.  

Liverpool scored three goals against Town over 
the two games. Town scored two of them. The own 
goal at The Kop end brought back memories of the 
FA Cup Quarter Final at Leicester in 1982. Town 
fans knew what was coming next. Normally a 1-0 
defeat at Anfi eld for Town would have brought 
so many plaudits. But with the youngsters of 
Liverpool celebrating like they had won the world, 
Town fans rued a missed opportunity.

As we all left Anfi eld and walked across Stanley 
Park wondering what might have been, I thought 
how lucky we were to at least have had the chance 
to go to a Premier League ground. To go to the 
home of such a famous club as Liverpool.

Fast-foward to now – and in these times of 
staying safe, saving lives, and protecting the 
NHS, it’s nice to reminisce. But also to think 
that one day, when all this is done, we could get 
opportunities like seeing Town make the World 
and European Champions sweat. And defi nitely 
making us believe.

Adrian Plimmer. Pub home: The Prince of 
Wales, Bynner Street, Shrewsbury.

Ade with fellow Shrewsbury Town 
fans – and those highly collectable 
programmes from the cup tie.
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   A perfect spring day and Belle Vue Road is bathed in sunshine.

Picture Perfect


